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The gala dinner is held at Berns Salonger.

About the Prize
The Stockholm Prize in Criminology was presented for the 
first time in June 2006. The prize sum amounts to at least 
1,000,000 sek and is awarded to one recipient annually, 
with the possibility of the prize being shared among co-
recipients. Each year, the jury invites nominating bodies 
from around the world to suggest candidates for the prize. 
The jury consists of members representing both practi-
tioners and academics. 

The Prize Award Ceremony
The prize ceremony is held at the China Theatre in central 
Stockholm in conjunction with the Stockholm Crimonol-
ogy symposium. The 2012 ceremony will be held on the 
evening of June 12 and is followed by a gala dinner at 
Berns Salonger, a Stockholm landmark since 1863. H.M. 
Queen Silvia will present the prize to the winners.
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Winner 2012

The 2012 Stockholm prize in Criminology has  
been rewarded to Professor Jan van Dijk of  
The University of Tilburg, The Netherlands,  
for his sustained leadership of the International 
Crime Victims Survey (icvs) since 1989.

Jury Motivation
Professor Jan van Dijk has been selected the winner for his 
repeated achievements as a leader of a large global team of 
research scientists in producing one of the most widely used 
data sources in modern criminology. Since 1989, the Inter-
national Crime Victim Survey (icvs) has interviewed over 
300,000 people in the course of five waves of the survey in 
a total of 78 countries. It is the largest ever multi-national 
effort to apply the science of Criminology to measuring and 
comparing rates and trends in the harm of crime, how it 
affects victims, and how crime victims perceive the govern-
mental responses to their crimes.

The icvs has provided the most comprehensive evidence 
yet of the recent drop in crime across European countries 
as well as in the us, Canada, Australia and many other de-
veloped countries. The data are from surveys amongst the 
general public and therefore not influenced by political or 
ideological agendas of governments of individual countries.
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Jan van Dijk 

Jan J. M. van Dijk

Born 1947,  
Amsterdam,  
The Netherlands

Website  
www.tilburg- 
university.edu

Jan van Dijk of Tilburg University has a degree in law 
from Leiden University (1970) and a PhD in criminology 
from the University of Nijmegen (1977). He currently 
holds the Pieter van Vollenhoven Chair in Victimology 
and Human Security at the University of Tilburg, The 
Netherlands (International Victimology Institute Tilburg). 
He is a member of the Group of Experts on Action 
against Trafficking in Human Beings of the Council of 
Europe in Strasbourg and of the Dutch Commission on 
Compensation for Victims of Crimes of Violence. 

Career
Jan van Dijk joined the Research and Documentation 
Centre of the Dutch Ministry of Justice in 1975 where he 
later acted as Director (1982 to 1989). Under his leader-
ship annual national victimization surveys and research 
programs on crime prevention and victim assistance were 
launched. These newly emerging policy trends at the Min-
istry were consolidated by a newly established Directorate 
on Crime Prevention of which Van Dijk became the first 
director. He later became director of Strategic Policy Plan-
ning at the same ministry. He combined his administrative 
positions at the Ministry with a part time professorship in 
criminology at the University of Leiden (1990–2000). 

In 1998 Van Dijk joined the United Nations as officer in 
charge of the United Nations Centre for International 
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Crime Prevention in Vienna. His responsibilities included 
the secretarial support of the negotiations on the United 
Nations Convention on Transnational Organized Crime 
and its protocols, adopted in 2000 (the Palermo Conven-
tion). He launched the journal Forum on Crime and Soci-
ety, published in the five UN languages, and co-authored 
a report on Trends in Crime in Justice, submitted to the 
United Nations Crime Congress in Bangkok in 2005.

Van Dijk was the co-founder and first chairperson of  Vic-
tim Support Netherlands (1984–1989). He was president 
of the World Society of Victimology (1997–2000), and 
symposium president of the Ninth International World 
Symposium on Victimology held in Amsterdam in 1997. 

In 1987 he initiated, with the assistance of Pat Mayhew 
and Martin Killias, the International Crime Victims Sur-
vey. He supervised the icvs’ s five subsequent rounds of 
implementation, covering over 80 countries in all world 
regions. The latest full report on the surveys was published 
in 2008 (Van Dijk et al.). He is currently involved in the 
conduct of the icvs in a selection of countries in the Cau-
casus and Central Asia and acts as consultant of Eurostat 
in the design of the future European Safety Survey (sasu). 

Jan van Dijk has received many international awards for 
his achievements and an honorary doctoral degree of 
Tirunelveli University, India. He has over the years pub-
lished hundred or more articles on crime statistics, the 
prevention of crime and victim assistance in peer reviewed 
journals and books. He has also published extensively in 
professional magazines and the popular press.
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Books

Dijk, J.J.M. van & T. Tseloni (Eds) (2012/forthcoming), 
The International drop in crime; new directions in 
research, New York: Palgrave MacMillan.

Dijk, J.J.M. van, Junger, M., & Sagel-Grande, I. (2011). 
Actuele Criminologie, 7de druk  (“Criminology Today, 7th 
edition”), Den Haag: Sdu Uitgevers. 

Letschert, R.M., & Dijk, J.J.M. van (Eds.). (2011). The new 
faces of victimhood; globalization, transnational crimes 
and victim rights, (Studies in global justice, 8). Dordrecht: 
Springer. 

Dijk, J.J.M. van, Kesteren, J.N. van, & Smit, P. (2008). 
Criminal Victimisation in International Perspective,  
Key findings from the 2004–2005 icvs and eu ics.  
Den Haag: Boom Legal Publishers (wodc, 257).  

Dijk, J.J.M. van, Kesteren, J.N. van, & Smit, P. (2008). 
Victimización en la perspectiva internacional: Resulta- 
dos principales de la enicriv y enecris 2004–2005.  
Den Haag: Boom Legal Publishers. (wodc,257a)

Dijk, J.J.M. van (2008). Slachtoffers als zondebokken 
(“The victim as scapegoat”). Apeldoorn: Maklu. 

Dijk, J.J.M. van (2007). The world of crime: Breaking the 
silence on problems of security, justice and development 
across the world. Thousand Oaks: Sage. 
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Dijk, J.J.M. van, Kaam, R.G.H. van, & Wemmers, J. (Eds.). 
(1999). Caring for crime victims; Selected proceedings 
of the Ninth International Symposium on Victimology, 
Amsterdam, August 25–29, 1997. Monsey, NY: Criminal 
Justice Press. 

Dijk, J.J.M. van, Mayhew, P., & Killias, M. (1990). Expe-
riences of crime across the world: key findings from the 
1989 International Crime Survey. Deventer: Kluwer Law 
and Taxation Publishers. 

Dijk, J.J.M. van, & Steinmetz, C.H.D. (1980). The rdc  
victim surveys 1974–1979. The Hague: Ministry of J 
ustice (Research and Documentation Centre, Ministry  
of Justice, 35). 

Dijk, J.J.M. van (1977). Dominantiegedrag en geweld: 
Een multidisciplinaire visie op de veroorzaking van 
geweldmisdrijven (“Dominance behavior and violence; a 
multidisciplinary vision on crimes of violence” (PhD diss). 
Nijmegen: Dekker & van de Vegt. 

Please see www.tilburguniversity.edu for more informa-
tion about journal articles, book chapters etc. published 
by Jan van Dijk (click on Publicaties/Tilburg University 
Repository).
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The Jury

The international independent jury consists of members 
representing both practitioners and academics. 

Co-chair Jerzy Sarnecki, Professor in General Criminology 
at the Stockholm University, Sweden. (Sweden)

Co-chair Lawrence Sherman, Wolfson Professor of Crimi-
nology and Director of the Jerry Lee Centre for Experi-
mental Criminology at Cambridge University, uk, and 
Distinguished University Professor in the Department 
of Criminology and Criminal Justice at the University of 
Maryland, usa. (usa/uk)

Lola Aniyar de Castro, Doctor of Law, specialized in Penal 
Law and Criminology at the Universities of Rome and 
Paris. Professor for the Latin American Master’s Degree in 
Criminology. Vice President at the International Society of 
Social Defence and Human Criminal Police. Recipient of 
the Hermann Mannheim Prize for Comparative Crimi
nology. (Venezuela)

Hans-Jürgen Kerner, Senior Professor in Criminology, 
Juvenile Law, Corrections and Penal Procedure at the Fac-
ulty of Law, Eberhard-Karls-University of Tuebingen, Ger-
many. Director of the Institute of Criminology. (Germany)

Friedrich Lösel, Director of the Institute of Criminology at 
the University of Cambridge, uk. (Germany)
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Tiyanjana Maluwa, H. Laddie Montague Chair in Law 
and Associate Dean for International Affairs at the Dickin-
son School of Law, and concurrently Director of the School 
of International Affairs, Pennsylvania State University, 
usa. (South Africa)

Terrie E. Moffitt, Kurt Schmidt Nielsen Professor of Psy-
chology at Duke University, usa, and Professor of Social 
Behavior and Development at the Institute of Psychiatry 
of King’s College London. (usa/uk)

Peter William Neyroud, cbe qpm, formerly Chief Consta-
ble and Chief Executive of the National Policing Improve-
ment Agency, uk; PhD researcher at Cambridge Univer-
sity, uk. (uk)

Letizia Paoli is Professor of Criminology at the k.u. 
Leuven Faculty of Law, Belgium. (Belgium)

Hiroshi Tsutomi, Professor of Faculty of International  
Relations at the University of Shizuoka, Japan. (Japan)

David Weisburd is the Walter E. Meyer professor of Law 
and Criminal Justice and Director of the Institute of Crim-
inology of the Hebrew University Faculty of Law in Jeru-
salem; and Distinguished Professor of Criminology, Law 
and Society, and Director of the Center for Evidence Based 
Crime Policy at George Mason University in Virginia. 
(usa/Israel)



12

Main Donor

H.M. Queen Silvia together with Mr Jerry Lee.

The Jerry Lee Foundation is a philanthropy dedicated 
primarily to reducing crime and enhancing education 
through research on what works to achieve these goals. 
The Jerry Lee Foundation is committed to solving social 
problems associated with poverty, especially in American 
inner cities that suffer from concentrated poverty. The 
foundation’s special concerns are elementary education 
and crime, and its major strategy is to support the cause 
of research to find out what works, what doesn’t work, and 
what may be promising.
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Donors 2012

The Söderberg Foundations
The Torsten and Ragnar Söderberg Foundations aim to 
promote scientific research and educational programmes, 
primarily within the fields of economy, medicine and 
jurisprudence. 

The Hitachi Mirai Foundation
The Hitachi Mirai Foundation is engaged in a wide range 
of activities including the prevention of juvenile crime and 
delinquency, the enhancement of correctional and reha
bilitation services for prison inmates and reform school 
students, and the promotion of social understanding and 
cooperation on issues involving young people.

The Japanese Correctional Association
The Japanese Correctional Association is a member of 
icpa (International Corrections and Prison Association) 
dedicated to improving global understanding and profes
sionalism in the sector.

Donations to the Stockholm Prize in Criminology are given 
annually and through out the year. The list of donations is 
therefore not complete before the award ceremony in June 
each year. An up to date list of donors is available on our 
website www.criminologyprize.com 
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The first Stockholm Prize in Criminoloy was awarded in 
2006. So far twelve scholars have received the prize:

John Braithwaite (Australia), 2006
Friedrich Lösel (Germany), 2006
Alfred Blumstein (usa), 2007
Terrie E. Moffitt (usa), 2007
David Olds (usa), 2008
Jonathan Shepherd (uk), 2008
John Hagan (usa), 2009
Eugenio Raúl Zaffaroni (Argentina), 2009
David Weisburd (Israel and usa), 2010
John H. Laub (usa), 2011
Robert J. Sampson (usa), 2011
Jan van Dijk (The Netherlands), 2012

Previous Prize Winners
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Prize Office
The National Council for Crime Prevention (Brå)
P.O. Box 1386
111 93 Stockholm
Sweden

Visitors Tegnérgatan 23, Stockholm, Sweden
Phone +46 (0)8 401 87 82
Fax +46 (0)8 411 90 75
E-mail prizeoffice@bra.se
Website www.criminologyprize.com


