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Preface
With great pleasure we present to you this booklet made on the
occasion of the celebration on 24 March, 2017 of the 25th Anniversary
of the EUCOTAX Wintercourse at Tilburg University. Part of this
celebration was a congress, dedicated to the issue of state aid in
relation to intangibles and rulings. Looking back at 25 years
EUCOTAX Wintercourse fulfills us with great gratitude that so many
students and colleagues from all over the world have been able to
participate in this wonderful event, dedicated to the legal comparison
of tax systems. Furthermore, we hope that this project has
contributed and will continue to contribute to not only appreciating
different legal systems but also to appreciating different cultures and
building long-lasting friendships. We strongly believe that through
understanding and appreciating each other’s differences, we all have
the opportunity to participate in building a better world: ‘unity in
diversity’. We feel that this mind-setting is especially essential for
students who will be the future leaders of our world.
Starting in 1993 at Tilburg University with students from France,
Germany and the Netherlands, the EUCOTAX Wintercourse consists
nowadays of students and professors of 15 universities and 13
countries. In this booklet some of the history of these 25
Wintercourses is told in writing and in pictures.
We truly hope and trust that this unique joint-venture will continue for
many years to come. In this respect we would like to thank cordially
our main sponsor EY and also Kluwer Law International and the IBFD
for sponsoring the Anniversary congress. Invaluable was also the
participation and cooperation of all staff members who have coached
and supervised the students. But also the administrative staff of the
Fiscal Institute Tilburg (FIT) and the staff of all hosting universities of
the past 25 years have contributed very much to the success of the
Wintercourse.
Last but not least, we would like to thank all Wintercourse students of
the past 25 years. We trust that you have learned a lot from the
Wintercourse experiences both for your private life and for your
professional career. You will always be our ambassadors.
Peter Essers and Eric Kemmeren
2

Contents
Program Conference EUCOTAX Wintercourse 25th Anniversary ...... 4
EUCOTAX 25th Anniversary Conference ............................................ 5
Wintercourse 1992 / 1993 ................................................................... 6
Wintercourse 1993 / 1994 ................................................................... 7
Wintercourse 1995 / 1996 ................................................................... 7
Wintercourse 1996 / 1997 ................................................................... 8
Wintercourse 1997 / 1998 ................................................................... 9
Wintercourse 1998 / 1999 ................................................................. 10
Wintercourse 2000 / 2001 ................................................................. 11
Wintercourse 2001 / 2002 ................................................................. 12
Wintercourse 2002 / 2003 ................................................................. 13
Wintercourse 2003 / 2004 ................................................................. 14
Wintercourse 2004 / 2005 ................................................................. 15
Wintercourse 2005 / 2006 ................................................................. 16
Wintercourse 2006 / 2007 ................................................................. 17
Wintercourse 2007 / 2008 ................................................................. 18
Wintercourse 2008 / 2009 ................................................................. 19
Wintercourse 2009 / 2010 ................................................................. 20
Wintercourse 2010 / 2011 ................................................................. 21
Wintercourse 2011 / 2012 ................................................................. 22
Wintercourse 2012 / 2013 ................................................................. 23
Wintercourse 2013 / 2014 ................................................................. 24
Wintercourse 2014 / 2015 ................................................................. 25
Wintercourse 2015 / 2016 ................................................................. 26
Wintercourse 2016 / 2017 ................................................................. 27
Sponsored by..................................................................................... 28
3

Program Conference EUCOTAX
Wintercourse 25th Anniversary
13:30-13:45

Welcome by Prof. Peter Essers and Prof.
Eric Kemmeren (Tilburg University)

13.45-14.45

State aid versus BEPS, the relationship between the EU and the US,
recent cases

13:45-14:15

Dr. Max Lienemeyer (Head of Task Force Tax Planning Practices,
European Commission)

14:15-14:45

Prof. Philip Baker (University of London)

14.45-15.35

State aid and Intangibles, Chair: Prof. Manfred Mössner (Universität
Osnabrück)

14:45-15.00

Introduction: Prof. Bertil Wiman (Uppsala Universitet)

15:00-15:15

Reactions from panel: Prof. Giuseppe Melis (Luiss Guido Carli), Prof.
Daniel Déak (Corvinus University of Budapest) and Prof. Madeleine
Simonek (Universität Zürich)

15:15-16:10

Debate with the audience and break

16.10-17.00

State aid and rulings, Chair: Prof. Charles Gustafson (Georgetown
University, U.S.A)

16.10-16.25

Introduction: Dr. Jérôme Monsenego (Uppsala Universitet)

16.25-16.40

Reactions from panel: Prof. Marilyne Sadowksky (Université Paris 1Panthéon-Sorbonne), Prof. Stan Stevens (Tilburg University) and Prof.
Heike Jochum (Universität Osnabrück)

16.40-17.00

Debate with the audience

17.00-17.50

The future of fiscal state aid, Chair: Prof. Frans
Vanistendael (KU Leuven)

17.00-17.15

Introduction: Dr. Cees Peters (Tilburg University)

17.15-17.30

Reactions from panel: Prof. Sandra Eden (University of Edinburgh) and
Prof. Joe McCahery (Tilburg University)

17.30-17.50

Debate with the audience

17.50-18.00

Closure

18.00- 22.00

Drinks and dinner
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EUCOTAX 25th Anniversary Conference
For the 25th anniversary of the EUCOTAX, Tilburg University
organized a conference, which was also a reunion for the former
Wintercourse participants and counselors. Keynote speakers like Dr.
Max Lienemeyer and Prof. Philip Baker were present at this
conference.
The topics discussed were state aid in relation to intangibles and to
rulings. Also the future of state aid was discussed. During the
conference different experts gave their opinions from different
perspectives, there was also room for debates with an expert panel.
The discussions and the conference once again show that state aid is
a highly debatable subject in which it is of great value to continuously
share different opinions from different perspectives.
[For a comprehensive overview, reference is made to the full content
report written by M. van Hulten & A. Kardachaki, to be published in
EC Tax Review]
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Wintercourse 1992 / 1993
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Wintercourse 1993 / 1994

Wintercourse 1995 / 1996
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Wintercourse 1996 / 1997
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Wintercourse 1997 / 1998
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Wintercourse 1998 / 1999
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Wintercourse 2000 / 2001
Maikel Wijsbek: ‘A great success on the academic and social
aspect. Many thanks.’
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Wintercourse 2001 / 2002
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Wintercourse 2002 / 2003
Delphine Parigi: ‘This experience was a first for me in many long
term academic and professional ways and provided me with excellent
position for later international tax assignments.
From a social standpoint, it was also an excellent experience as I had
the opportunity to discover Stockholm, to sleep in a swimming pool
(i.e., the hostels where we stayed was a former swimming pool) and
to meet and follow up with other countries students for several years,
notably, Christian Becker-Pennrich, Sebastian Voigt, Rene Rabaey’.

13

Wintercourse 2003 / 2004
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Wintercourse 2004 / 2005
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Wintercourse 2005 / 2006
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Wintercourse 2006 / 2007
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Wintercourse 2007 / 2008
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Wintercourse 2008 / 2009
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Wintercourse 2009 / 2010
Martin Rérolle: ‘Well, we were stuck in Sweden following the
eruption of Eyjafjallajökull, but somehow it was still fun to travel
together by bus for another 24 hours as we were being dispatched
throughout Europe!’
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Wintercourse 2010 / 2011
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Wintercourse 2011 / 2012
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Wintercourse 2012 / 2013
Gemma Aragonés Amor: ‘My Osnabruck Wintercourse event
allowed me to go beyond my knowledge on taxes.
To work in common with an international group improved my view on
international taxes and also my skills on communication in that
subjects. I'm especially satisfied with the task done with my cofellows, actually we were an excellent team.
I would like also to highlight the great task done by the Wintercourse
organisation for the succes of Osnabruck event.
Thanks a lot for the experience.’
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Wintercourse 2013 / 2014
Dorota Malinowska: "It is a great opportunity to meet people with
similar interest from all around the world. Whereas, this course is not
only the time spent in a nice city in Europe with workshops
concerning international and local tax law, it is not only exchanging
experience and tax regulation of different counties, EUCOTAX
WINTERCOURSE is mainly the possibility to meet people and to
make friendships that will stay for long, years after this course."
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Wintercourse 2014 / 2015
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Wintercourse 2015 / 2016
Anastacia Kotai: ‘I was in group 3 (SAAR/BEPS) and I believe that
we had the most amazing team and professors, who made our week
there unforgettable.
We spent most of the time together, going out for dinner to the Prater
(some Chinese and Thai cuisine as team-building meal :)),
meanwhile writing the paper on a great Sunday evening, planning the
team-building pub visiting every fifth minute.
The evening before the presentation we went to the Italian restaurant
next to the WU, spending about 1,5-2 hours there, just simply talking
about our presentation and how great it will be, but being devastated
by the thought of departure in less than two days.
One of the best moments was when we practiced our song together
for the first time. I remember singing it in front of the group, being so
nervous but proud of our group - we grew so close to each other
during those 5 days.’
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Wintercourse 2016 / 2017
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Sponsored by
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