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Synopsis

From climate change to the classification of illegal drugs the extent to which
scientific opinion should prevail over other voices in determining public pol-
icy is hotly contested. What are the scope and limits of the authority of
science? The founders of modern philosophy of science, including Sir Karl
Popper and members of the Vienna Circle like Otto Neurath, saw it as part
of their role to explain the authority of science. Scientific opinion deserves
special authority for epistemological reasons because of the nature of scien-
tific method. A key motive for Poppers demarcation criterion distinguishing
science from pseudo-science was to restrict the authority of science to disci-
plines which used the scientific method as Popper understood it.

Since the 1970s the authority of science has been primarily a topic for his-
tory of science and sociology of science. These studies have taught us a great
deal about how science gained its current, privileged position, and why that
position has come under attack. But historical and sociological studies do
not address the question of whether and when the authority of science is
deserved. The aim of this conference is to direct the attention of philoso-
phers of science and epistemologists back to this issue. What is it about the
nature of science that confers epistemic authority on scientific opinion, and
what are the scope and limits of that authority? Recent developments in
philosophy of science offers new resources to address this question, and to
address it in ways that have direct relevance to the practice of contemporary
science and its application in public policy.

Co-presented with Sydney Ideas, the conference will open with a public dis-
cussion between four distinguished scientists with extensive experience of
the science-policy interface: ”Is science just another voice in the policy de-
bate?” Their perspectives on the authority of science in practice will provide
a vital and challenging context for all those committed to the practice of
contemporary science and its application in public policy.

Organizers: Mark Colyvan (University of Sydney), Paul Griffiths (Univer-
sity of Sydney), Fabien Medvecky (University of Sydney), Rodney Taveira
(University of Sydney)

Invited Speakers

Mary O’Kane (Executive Chairman of Mary OKane & Associates Pty Ltd),
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Theodore L. Brown (University of Illinois), Christian List (LSE), Rosemary
Lyster (University of Sydney)
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