
Workshop on Parental Justice  
 
 
Location:  
Tilburg University, Dante Building, room DZ 005 
 
Date and time:  
Tuesday the 7th of January 2020, 13:00 – 15:00 
  
Program: 
13:00 – 14:00 Self-Interest and Gender Justice: Friends or Foes? – Serena Olsaretti (ICREA – UPF) 

Commentator: Jeffrey Moriarty (Bentley University) 

14:00 – 15:00 The Best Available Parent – Anca Gheaus (UPF) 
Commentator: Tim Meijers (Leiden University) 

 
Abstracts:  
Self-Interest and Gender Justice: Friends or Foes? – Serena Olsaretti 
Feminists have often attacked liberal egalitarian theories of justice for formulating their theories on the 
assumption that individuals are self-interested; this idea, they charge, is a dangerous idealisation that 
underlies liberal egalitarianism´s failure to capture some eminent forms of injustice towards women, 
such as the injustice they suffer as a result of bearing the lion´s share of the costs of having and 
raising children. Liberal egalitarians, and some feminists among them, can and sometimes do counter 
that the assumption of self-interest serves an important role in theorising about justice, as it helps 
identify and protect individuals´ interests as separate persons. This paper assesses the reasons for and 
against constructing theories of justice around the assumption that individuals are self-interested, and 
argues that while contemporary liberal egalitarian theories do display a problematic bias in favour of 
self-interest, they can be revised so as to correct for it and accommodate the obligations of justice that 
societies have towards those who discharge socially valuable parental roles. 
 
The Best Available Parent – Anca Gheaus 
Children are owed parents – that is, people who control their lives in numerous ways. Children’s moral 
status makes it generally impermissible to sacrifice their interests for the sake of advancing other 
individuals’ interests. Therefore, the allocation of the moral right to parent should track the child’s, and 
not the potential parents’s, interest. This is the doctrine of the best available parent. This view is at 
odds with universal practices and laws. Liberal philosophers attempt to explain why merely adequate 
parents can hold the right to parent. I examine, and refute, two kinds of attempts: one that seeks to 
partially ground the right in a fundamental interest to parent held by would-be adequate parents; and a 
second one explaining why procreators have the right to parent if they can do so adequately. The best 
available parent view is deeply revisionary. However, two additional qualifications moderate it. First, 
while parents may exclude others from exercising certain forms of authority over their children, they do 
not have the moral right to exclude others from associating with the child. Therefore, the most 
important goods of childrearing can be made available to a large number of adults. Second, children 
usually come into the world as part of an already existing relationship with their gestational parent; in 
most cases, this relationship deserves protection. 
 
Organized by:  
Huub Brouwer (Utrecht University)  
 
Attending:  
Attendance is free. To attend, send a message to Huub (h.m.brouwer@uu.nl) by Friday the 3rd of 
January 2020 latest. Papers will be circulated amongst those registered before the workshop. Attendees 
are expected to read them before the workshop. 
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